
Book Reviews 

The Mystery of Lewis Carroll: Discovering the 
Whimsical, Thoughtful, and Sometimes Lonely 
Man Who Created Alice in Wonderland. By 
Jenny Woolf. New York: St. Martin's Press, 
2010. 

Reviewed by Jan Susina 

In The Mystery of Lewis Carroll, Jenny 
Woolf, a London journalist, attempts 
to provide a more accurate portrait 
of the famous author of the Alice 
books than that provided by previ­
ous critics. Not so much a biography 
of the author, this study is a series of 
interlinking chapters that focuses on 
significant areas of Carroll's life and 
career: his childhood, his academic ca­
reer at Oxford University, his religious 
beliefs, his relationship to children, 
his relationship to Alice Liddell as a 
person and muse, his photography, 
and his finances. In many ways this 
book, which is based on topics rather 
than a. chronology of the writer's ca­
reer, resembles Jean Gattegno's Lewis 

Carroll: Fragments of a Looking-Glass 

( 1976), in that Woolf chooses to high­
light those subjects that seem to most 
fascinate readers about Carroll. 

While there is little new informa­
tion in this study, it is a sensible, rather 
than sensational, look at Carroll. 
Although the title hints that Woolf 
will uncover some of the mysteries 
of Carroll's life, this is really not the 
case. It might be more accurate to say 
that Woolf attempts to correct some 
of the many misunderstandings that 
have developed around Carroll as the 
result of previous biographers and 
critics. As a long-time admirer of the 
Alice books, Woolf was puzzled, if 
not confused, by the contradictory 
representations of Carroll found in 
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